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VIETNAMESE UNIVERSITIES AND REGIONAL ACCREDITATION IN THE UNITED STATES
Vietnamese and other Southeast Asian universities view the importance of national accreditation secondary to international recognition [1]. As a result, Southeast Asian regional accreditors are
expanding their university networks and forming international
standard education in Southeast Asia. However, the link between
Asian and American accreditation has yet to be formed, even
though America is the number one education destination for international students [2]. The research paper that this proposal intends
to put forth will evaluate the differences in Asian and American
regional accreditation; it will highlight potential academic, institutional, and cultural issues that may arise when a Vietnamese
university seeks American regional accreditation.

PROBLEM STATEMENT AND PURPOSE
The question of quality has plagued Vietnamese higher education
for years. Vietnam’s Ministry of Education and Training (MOET)
established a national accreditation board in 2003 [3], and Vietnamese universities began to implement standards by 2005 [4].
However, institutions have opted to circumvent national accreditation to pursue international recognition in Europe and other parts
of Asia [1]. For example, ASEAN University Network (AUN), one
of the larger regional accreditors in Southeast Asia (SEA), lists 30
accredited institutions from ten countries in SEA, three of those
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institutions being from Vietnam [5]. The national accreditation
system in Vietnam has had limited success implementing and
tracking quality assurance in higher education. This has been due
in part to the fact that the national accreditation centers are publicly operated out of the national university, an obvious conflict
of interest [6]. Other reasons include the fact that accreditation
appears to be micro-managed under state control [7] and does not
seem to adequately measure improvements in modern teaching
methodology, such as student-centered learning [8]. Further and
current research of the internationalization of Vietnamese higher
education will not only benefit Vietnamese constituents, but also
education globally. Research can establish best practices for those
institutions whose goal is international accreditation and highlight
potential problems that may arise when Vietnamese universities
pursue recognition from American regional accreditors. The research will benefit higher education systems across Asia that face
similar challenges to those in Vietnam. Accreditors can review the
research to better support universities in their road to international
recognition.

LITERATURE REVIEW
Knowledge of the quality assurance models currently in use in
Asia is essential for the completion of the proposed research. The
information provided by SEAMEO RIHED [9] and Miyahara [10],
though dated several years prior, has significant historical and
present value. They conducted a regional survey to investigate
69

and compare various Southeast Asian quality assurance models
with the intent to aid in the development of a unified quality assurance system for the whole region. SHARE [11] organized and
detailed the quality assurance models by country, while Fahmi [12]
wrote a cursory overview with more recent information regarding
Southeast Asian quality assurance models. Knowledge of the national education systems in Vietnam and other Southeast Asian
countries is also essential for the completion of the proposed research. Lee [13] and Sugimura [14] conducted a literature review
and reported on the types and functions of university cooperation
as a means for internationalization. International cooperation can
lead to improved alignment to the partner universities’ curriculum that meet accreditation standards at the program level. A
cursory initial search for information regarding Vietnam’s national
accreditation system returned several research articles that provide
information garnered through conducting literature reviews, case
studies, and professional interviews [7]. Published news reports
give commentary on Vietnamese university accreditation [15].

METHODOLOGY
After a thorough search for digitally available information, I intend
to make a thorough comparison of American regional accreditors
and Southeast Asian accreditors, specifically regarding their information from instructional manuals, standards, and work samples.
This may immediately reveal significant differences in expectations from the various accreditors. After that, I will attempt to
attend physical or online workshops and seminars on regional
accreditation in the U.S. and in Southeast Asia. I will collect selfassessment documentation from Vietnamese universities and have
it translated into English to identify potential issues regarding
differences in procedures and documentation. After having the
appropriate knowledge of the research topic so that I can identify
and develop data collection tools, I will collect original data from
Vietnamese universities related to accreditation and making a path
to American regional accreditation.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
The research paper will map out onto matrices key similarities
and differences in accreditation instructions, standards, and work
samples. It will also show a progressive trend in various aspects
of quality assurance in Vietnam. It will list data collected from
Vietnamese universities regarding potential issues with a path to
American regional accreditation. Factors will not only include
academic programs or institutional procedures, but also cultural
ideologies and potential operating conflicts. This and opinion
data will be displayed quantitatively in appropriate categories,
with groups and subgroups, with an accompanying qualitative
analysis.
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CONCLUSION
Apparent conflicts in how academic programs develop and the
operations of government oversight seem to be factors that hinder
American accreditation. Even so, Vietnamese universities have
opted out of national accreditation to become internationally recognized by various other higher education institutions in Asia and
Europe. The prime international education destination for Vietnamese students remains the U.S., yet no Vietnamese universities
seem to be on the road to American regional accreditation. This
research paper will evaluate the changes that Vietnamese universities may need to implement, present key issues to avoid or resolve,
and draw a map to American accreditation.
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